Metastatic pancreatic neuroendocrine tumor presenting as a pituitary space occupying lesion: a case report.
Neuroendocrine tumor metastases to the pituitary gland are very rare. There are few case reports of carcinoid tumor metastases to the pituitary, but no cases of pancreatic neuroendocrine pituitary metastases have been reported. In this report we present a 55-year-old female with a sellar mass, ophthalmoplegia and headaches initially thought to represent an invasive null cell pituitary adenoma. However a histological (trans-sphenoidal and liver biopsies) and systemic investigation proved it to be a metastasis of an undiagnosed pancreatic neuroendocrine tumor. Our patient was unique in respect to the location of the metastasis and the uncharacteristically high proliferative index of her tumor. She received conventional therapy consisting of Sandostatin, chemotherapy and radiotherapy as well as labeled somatostatin following an avid uptake on octreotide scanning. Despite a radiological improvement the patient suffered progressive clinical deterioration and died.